
	   1 

 
 

INSIDE OUT ADDS STEVEN SODERBERGH’S BEHIND THE 
CANDELABRA AND CLOSES WITH ALICE WALKER: BEAUTY IN 

TRUTH  
 

Other films premiering include Yen Tan’s award-winning PIT STOP as the 
Centrepiece Gala and Kyle Patrick Alvarez’s C.O.G., the first film adaptation of a 

David Sedaris work  
 

(May 1, 2013 – Toronto) Inside Out announced today that Steven Soderbergh’s 
BEHIND THE CANDELABRA has been added to its lineup. Starring Academy Award® 
winners Michael Douglas and Matt Damon, the film will be presented in association with 
HBO Canada. The film recounts the tempestuous relationship between Liberace 
(Michael Douglas) and his younger live-in lover Scott Thorson (Matt Damon), from their 
first meeting backstage at the Las Vegas Hilton to their bitter and public breakup. Also 
starring Rob Lowe, Scott Bakula, Dan Aykroyd and Debbie Reynolds, BEHIND THE 
CANDELABRA will be presented as a free screening at TIFF Bell Lightbox on May 26th 
at 9pm, and simultaneously streamed with HBO Canada’s television broadcast premiere 
of the film. 
 
The Canadian premiere of award-winning director Pratibha Parmar’s ALICE WALKER: 
BEAUTY IN TRUTH will be the Closing Gala of the 23rd edition of the Toronto LGBT 
Festival. Featuring interviews with Gloria Steinem, Yoko Ono, Steven Spielberg and 
Danny Glover, this visually striking documentary takes a rare look at a living legend. Yen 
Tan’s award-winning PIT STOP will also make its Canadian premiere as the Centrepiece 
Gala presentation, kicking off the second half of the 11-day festival. Tan has crafted an 
understated gem marked with sparse dialogue and quiet action, enabling a delicate 
unfolding of this optimistic, subtly powerful story.   
 
Showcasing some of the best contemporary films from around the world, this year’s 
festival will present 54 feature films and 116 short films from 31 countries including two 
World premieres, one North American premiere, five International premieres, 27 
Canadian premieres and four Toronto premieres.   
 
This year’s dynamic line up will also include James Franco and Travis Matthews’ 
INTERIOR.LEATHER BAR, a controversial docudrama that reimagines 40 minutes of 
footage that director William Friedkin supposedly cut from his 1980 film, CRUISING; the 
Canadian premiere of Kyle Patrick Alvarez’s C.O.G., the first film adaptation of a David 
Sedaris work; a special 30th anniversary screening of Lizzie Borden’s BORN IN 
FLAMES, the 1983 groundbreaking feminist science fiction film, and the world premiere 
of Yûichi Onuma’s SCHOOLGIRL COMPLEX.  
 
In addition, Inside Out will present an eclectic and engaging lineup of events including 
exhibits featuring the work of artists Doug Ischar and Frédéric Moffet, a day of smart 
phone screenings, and book launches for acclaimed filmmaker John Greyson and 
renowned critic and programmer B. Ruby Rich. 
 
Inside Out continues its commitment to making the Festival more accessible to young 
people with initiatives aimed at LGBT youth, their families and friends with free 
screenings and lower ratings for specific programs, and the Festival is pleased to offer 
discounted pricing to students for films with a PG or 14A rating. In addition, the Queer 
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Video Mentorship Project celebrates its 15th anniversary showcasing young filmmaking 
talent.  
 
Screenings for the 2013 Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival will take place at TIFF 
Bell Lightbox (350 King St. W) from May 23 to June 2, 2013.  Tickets will be available 
on May 7th and 8th to members, May 9th to public. Visit www.insideout.ca for more 
information. Inside Out is pleased to welcome RBC as the festival’s returning Presenting 
Sponsor. 
 
 

Special Presentation 
 
BEHIND THE CANDELABRA – Steven Soderbergh (USA)   
HBO Films’ BEHIND THE CANDELABRA recounts the tempestuous relationship 
between Liberace (Michael Douglas) and his younger live-in lover Scott Thorson (Matt 
Damon), from their first meeting backstage at the Las Vegas Hilton to their bitter and 
public breakup. Also starring Rob Lowe, Scott Bakula, Dan Aykroyd and Debbie 
Reynolds, BEHIND THE CANDELABRA is executive produced by Emmy® award winner 
Jerry Weintraub and directed by Academy Award® winner Steven Soderbergh from a 
script by Oscar® nominee Richard LaGravenese. The film is produced by Gregory 
Jacobs, Susan Ekins and Michael Polaire. 
 
 

Closing Gala  
 
ALICE WALKER: BEAUTY IN TRUTH – Pratibha Parmar (USA/UK)            
Canadian Premiere 
Parmar has crafted a marvellously captivating portrait that delves deeply into the art and 
soul of Alice Walker, one of the most socially transformational writers of our times. 
Walker’s extraordinary rise to prominence; her serial bisexuality and shocking affair with 
Tracy Chapman, and her estranged relationship from her only daughter, Rebecca—
nothing seems to be left off the table. Featuring interviews with Sapphire, Sonia 
Sanchez, Gloria Steinem, Yoko Ono, Steven Spielberg and Danny Glover, this visually 
striking documentary takes a rare look at a living legend. 
 

Centrepiece Gala Presentation 
 
PIT STOP – Yen Tan (USA)           Canadian Premiere 
PIT STOP is a contemplative exploration of the parallel lives of two gay men in a small 
Texas town, which captures the emotional isolation and quiet hope of finding love far 
away from big city gay life. Recovering from an ill-fated affair with a married man, Gabe 
finds solace in the relationships he still maintains with his ex-wife and their daughter. 
Across town, Ernesto is in the midst of splitting up with his live-in boyfriend, and spends 
much of his free time visiting his former lover in the hospital. Both men sleepwalk 
through the routine of their lives, hesitant to take any bold steps toward change but 
maintaining a flickering hope of finding romance and true happiness.  
 

Special 30th Anniversary Screening 
 

BORN IN FLAMES – Lizzie Borden (USA, 1983)  
Inside Out celebrates the 30th anniversary of Lizzie Borden’s groundbreaking feminist 
science fiction film, which explores racism, classism, sexism and heterosexism in an 
alternative American socialist democracy. One of the most celebrated independent 
features, Born in Flames has had an enormous impact on generations of female 
filmmakers because of its vision of female activists and its liberal use of cinematic styles. 
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Thirty years after its premiere at the Berlin International Film Festival, Borden’s futuristic 
masterpiece remains a powerfully original work and a testament to her creative vision. 

Feature films at Inside Out in 2013 
 

SCHOOLGIRL COMPLEX – Yûichi Onuma (Japan)            World Premiere 
Sweet-natured Manami runs the broadcast club in her all-girl high school. The girls in the 
club practice elocution with a fervid dedication and take their daily school-announcing 
duties very seriously. They aren’t happy when dour outcast Chiyuki is foisted upon them 
by school officials. The schoolgirls exist within their own ecosystem, where adults are 
rarely seen (and nary a boy) and where the sounds of female chatter buzz.  
 
BRIDEGROOM – Linda Bloodworth-Thomason (USA)  International Premiere 
One year after the accidental death of his partner Tom Bridegroom, Shane Bitney Crone 
posted an online video titled It Could Happen To You, which has garnered close to four 
million views and caught the attention of producer/director Linda Bloodworth-Thomason 
(creator of television’s Designing Women). The video expresses Shane’s grief and 
reveals how Tom’s family were able to shut Shane out of Tom’s funeral and burial, which 
might not have happened had the pair been allowed to legally marry. This moving 
documentary takes a heartbreaking look at the damaging effects of homophobia.  

HOT GUYS WITH GUNS – Doug Spearman (USA)   International Premiere  
HOT GUYS WITH GUNS is a modern take on the old-fashioned detective story that is 
best described as BOYS TOWN meets CHINATOWN. Danny Lohman is a wannabe 
actor who wears his heart on his sleeve. His ex, Pip Armstrong, is a trust-funded A-list 
gay with a penchant for group sex. When a string of robberies hits sex parties organized 
by some of the gay glitterati of Hollywood, the pair enlists the help of jaded P.I. Jimmy 
Peppicelli to help them get to the bottom (and to the top) of the crime spree. 
 
LOSE YOUR HEAD – Patrick Schuckmann and Stefan Westerwelle (Germany)   
International Premiere  
After a nasty breakup, young Spaniard Luis (Fernando Tielve) crashes at a 
Berlin hostel, heading out at night to seek connection and adventure in the city’s drug-
fuelled party scene. A little naïve, a little curious, a little horny, Luis is a man who doesn’t 
say no. Enter Viktor (Marko Mandic), whose flirtations with danger are as suspicious as 
they are enticing. 
 
THE RUGBY PLAYER – Scott Gracheff (USA)              International Premiere   
THE RUGBY PLAYER is an emotionally affecting portrait of Mark Bingham, one of the 
heroes of United Flight 93 on 9/11, and of the powerful bond he shared with his 
remarkable mother, Alice Hoagland. This film is an intimate portrait of how a son’s 
heroism can inspire a nation and how a mother’s love can turn unfathomable loss into 
unshakable resolve.  
 
ANIMALS – Marçal Forés (Spain)          Canadian Premiere  
A well-worn, adorable teddy bear named Deerhoof is best friend to 17-year-old Pol. This 
is no ordinary stuffed animal, however. Deerhoof plays a mean set of drums, and dishes 
out advice to his companion in a voice reminiscent of Stephen Hawking. Brimming with 
creativity, dark wit and stunning surprises, ANIMALS is a story of teenage love, 
loneliness and sacrifice that is distinctly original. 
 
BREAKING THE GIRLS – Jamie Babbit (USA)    Canadian Premiere  
An entertaining, over-the-top psychological thriller, BREAKING THE GIRLS tells 
the wild story of two college students who make a pact to exact revenge on their 
enemies. Co-written by Guinevere Turner (GO FISH) and directed by Jamie Babbit (BUT 
I’M A CHEERLEADER), BREAKING THE GIRLS is a trashy cross between 
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STRANGERS ON A TRAIN and WILD THINGS, and brims with gratuitous girl-on-girl 
make-out scenes that provide a perfectly pleasurable romp for a Saturday night. 
 
THE COMEDIAN – Tom Shkolnik (UK)      Canadian Premiere 
Ed (Edward Hogg) is depressed about his call centre job, so one night while trying his 
hand at stand-up comedy, he meets Nathan (Nathan Stewart-Jarrett). What begins as 
an honest assessment of Ed’s awful comedy turns into a romantic tryst and a 
burgeoning relationship. A thoughtful depiction of a young man searching for the identity 
that has eluded him his entire life, THE COMEDIAN is the ultimate film about choices 
and how not to make them.  

C.O.G. – Kyle Patrick Alvarez (USA)      Canadian Premiere  
The first film adaptation of a David Sedaris essay, C.O.G. is the author’s semi- 
autobiographical account of a snotty Yale graduate (Jonathan Groff) with a superiority 
complex who travels across America on a journey of self-discovery and winds up having 
his assumptions turned upside down by the characters he meets along the way. C.O.G. 
is a smart and heartfelt examination of religion and sexual identity.  
 
FREE FALL – Stephan Lacant (Germany)     Canadian Premiere 
Marc is a young police trainee whose life seems pretty close to perfect. He has a 
supportive family, a stable career and a beautiful girlfriend Bettina, who is pregnant with 
their first child. Marc’s entire existence is shaken when he meets fellow police officer, 
Kay, on a training course and begins to develop feelings for him. When Kay is 
transferred to Marc’s unit, the latter’s well-ordered world begins to spin out of control. 
With his world in free fall, Marc can no longer satisfy everyone’s expectations and he 
must decide whose happiness is ultimately more important.  
 
DON’T EVER WIPE TEARS WITHOUT GLOVES – Simon Kaijser (Sweden)  
Canadian Premiere  
The acclaimed Swedish mini-series, DON’T EVER WIPE TEARS WITHOUT GLOVES 
follows the warm love story between Benjamin and Rasmus, a beautiful young couple 
coming of age in sexually-liberated Stockholm who, along with their friends, are 
suddenly forced to grapple with the arrival of AIDS. A heartbreaking, yet ultimately life-
affirming look at those lost to AIDS and at the loved ones left behind, DON’T EVER 
WIPE TEARS WITHOUT GLOVES follows in the footsteps of classic films that include 
PARTING GLANCES and LONGTIME COMPANION, which capture the devastation 
caused by the early years of the AIDS epidemic. 
 
FIVE DANCES – Alan Brown (USA)          Canadian Premiere  
A handsome 18-year-old dance protégé on scholarship in New York, Chip (Ryan Steele) 
is caught between a promising future and a redneck past. Between sleeping on floors 
and avoiding calls from his alcoholic mother in Kansas, Chip is brought into contact with 
four dancers, who might not only shape the trajectory of his career, but also the 
trajectory of his life. Steele, who is currently dancing in the Broadway show Newsies and 
recently appeared on NBC’s Smash, gives an impressively subtle and seductive 
performance. 

 
THE GO DOC PROJECT – Cory James Krueckeberg (USA)   Canadian Premiere   
In this sexy, sweet film set in New York City, Doc, a shy university student, is desperate 
to meet the object of his online obsession: a hot go-go dancer named Go. Working up 
the courage, Doc emails Go to see if he would be willing to be interviewed for a film Doc 
claims to be working on. To Doc’s surprise and delight, Go agrees, and a nervous Doc 
heads off to meet his wet dream in the flesh. The pair begin seeing one another 
regularly, turning Doc’s imaginary film into a real one. But as their intimacy grows, can 
Doc handle how Go makes his living? 
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I DO – Glenn Gaylord (USA)       Canadian Premiere  
Seven years after the tragic death of his brother, Jack (David W. Ross, who also scripted 
the film) is dedicated to helping his sister-in-law Maya (Alicia Witt) raise his niece, Tara. 
When his work visa is not renewed and deportation to his native England appears 
imminent, Jack convinces his lesbian best friend Ali (Jamie-Lynn Sigler) to marry him. I 
DO won the Audience Award at the Seattle Lesbian & Gay Film Festival and the Rising 
Star Award at the Philadelphia Gay & Lesbian Film Festival.  

IT’S ALL SO QUIET – Nanouk Leopold (The Netherlands/Germany)          
Canadian Premiere  
Freely adapted by director Nanouk Leopold from Gerbrand Bakker’s bestselling novel, 
IT’S ALL SO QUIET is an understated, poignant and patiently paced study in familial 
estrangement and emotional repression. Jeroen Willems plays Helmer, a middle- aged 
dairy farmer tasked with tending to a father (Henri Garcin) whose health is rapidly failing. 
With her fifth feature, Dutch auteur Leopold transforms Bakker’s narrative into a lyrically 
elliptical, richly cinematic work.  
 
THE MOST FUN I’VE EVER HAD WITH MY PANTS ON – Drew Denny (USA) 
Canadian Premiere  
The saying, “It’s more about the journey than the destination,” couldn’t be more apt for 
filmmaker/artist Drew Denny’s touching, semi-autobiographical debut. Based on a 
performance art piece created in tribute to her late father, Denny’s female road-trip romp 
acts as a danse macabre for two very opposite childhood friends, Andy (Denny, who 
also wrote and produced the film) and Liv (Sarah Hagy), who reunite on a journey across 
America’s Southwest to scatter the ashes of Andy’s father. 
 
SALTO – Maximilian Moll (Germany//Portugal/Spain)        Canadian Premiere 
Marion, a sensationalistic TV-journalist, realizes her girlfriend has gone missing after a 
quarrel. Compelled to research a potential apocalyptic story, Marion is convinced that 
Lucia has run off to join a suicide cult. Marion drops everything and heads to Portugal 
where she finds a group of people camping outdoors in an uninhabited strip close to 
Salto. Shot in documentary style, Moll’s Salto draws you into the intrigue and mysterious 
disappearance of a woman on the precipice of Doomsday.  
 
SUBMERGE – Sophie O’Connor (Australia)        Canadian Premiere 
First-time director Sophie O’Connor has created a smart, stylish, sexy statement about 
the intense pressure and unrealistic expectations Generation Y people put on 
themselves. This cautionary tale about the dangers of wanting it all— and wanting it all 
instantly—is, if not an easy story, a compelling one. University student Jordan is 
accustomed to success and simply can’t accept failing at anything. She drives herself to 
the point of exhaustion in competitive swimming, schoolwork and in her job as research 
assistant. With all of these demands, something’s bound to break. 
 
TWO: THE STORY OF ROMAN & NYRO – Heather Winters (USA)       
Canadian Premiere  
Not many kids can claim that one of their parents is a Grammy-winning songwriter for 
the likes of Cher, Ricky Martin and Heart, among dozens of others, or that their 
godfather is rocker Jon Bon Jovi. This heartwarming documentary follows the story of 
Hall of Fame songwriter Desmond Child, and partner, Curtis Shaw Child, who live in 
Nashville and are the happy parents of nine-year-old twin boys, Roman and Nyro. 
 
WILL YOU STILL LOVE ME TOMORROW? – Arvin Chen (Taiwan)    
Canadian Premiere  
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WILL YOU STILL LOVE ME TOMORROW? is a whimsical romantic comedy that 
centres on two Taiwanese couples who are trying to navigate the rocky road of love 
amid emotional and sexual upheaval. Affable optician Weichung is married to office clerk 
Feng. The couple has one child and Feng yearns to have another. But Weichung is 
restless and unfulfilled—and he’s not the only one. Director Chen brings a light touch to 
the proceedings, which results in a delicious cinematic confection that is never too 
sweet. 
 
FOUR – Joshua Sanchez (USA)      Toronto Premiere 
A steamy July 4th evening is the setting for Joshua Sanchez’s superb dramatic portrait 
of four people who are brought together in two tales of seduction and conflicted desire. 
Joe (Wendell Pierce) is a middle-aged married man out on a date with June (Emory 
Cohen), a teenage boy Joe met online. Abigayle (Aja Naomi King) is Joe’s precocious 
daughter, who feels trapped at home with her secretive, often absent father and her 
bedridden mother. FOUR won the Audience Award for Best Performance in a Narrative 
at the 2012 Los Angeles Film Festival and Best Narrative Feature Film at the 2012 
Urbanworld Film Festival.  
 
ROUTE OF ACCEPTANCE – Heather Tobin (Canada)     Toronto Premiere  
Ryan Stark is an opinionated, young, out and proud lesbian who likes to spew queer 
jargon. An aspiring screenwriter who has just been accepted to three universities, Ryan 
must now make what feels like the most important decision of her life. Writer/director 
Heather Tobin’s sophomore feature appears to be about fatalism but as the film plays 
out, we are shown that the choices we make are simply rolls of the dice. 
 
UNA NOCHE – Lucy Mulloy (UK/Cuba/USA)     Toronto Premiere 
Trapped inside the desperate repression of Havana, volatile and young Raul dreams of 
escaping to Miami. When he is accused of assaulting a Western tourist, he decides it is 
time to attempt his flight. In her tense, gorgeously filmed debut feature, director Mulloy 
captures the crumbling, sun-bleached capital, coaxing winning performances from its trio 
of young newcomers. Working both as a social issue film and as a gripping thriller, Una 
Noche focuses on one sweltering day and follows it through to its shocking climax. 
 
MAGNIFICENT PRESENCE – Ferzan Ozpetek (Italy)  
Pietro Pontechievello is a croissant baker who has come to Rome to pursue an acting 
career. He moves into a rental that’s priced much lower than it should be and has a 
hidden spare room. Before you know it, a troupe of ghosts decked out in elegant 1930s 
clothing appear, messing with Pietro’s mind as well as his things.  MAGNIFICENT 
PRESENCE won the Audience Award at the Moscow Film Festival. 
 
MEET THE GLAMCOCKS – Vincent Rommelaere (Australia)  
Burning Man is a week-long festival held outside of Reno, Nevada, with close to 60,000 
people forming the temporary “Black Rock City.” In 2010, a small group of gay friends 
started attending “the burn” together, calling themselves the GlamCocks. By 2012, their 
number had grown to 60 and the GlamCocks were granted their own theme camp, one 
of 600 that make up Black Rock City.  

OUT IN THE DARK – Michael Mayer (Israel/USA)  
The romance between Nimr, a Palestinian grad student, and Roy, an Israeli lawyer, must 
withstand the forces that are trying to drive them apart, in this sensual and gripping 
drama. Sparked by electric chemistry between its handsome leading men and imbued 
with assured cinematography that conveys the film’s intimacy and urgency, OUT IN THE 
DARK is a sensitive, compelling story about love, family and loyalty, set in a politically 
charged reality. The film won the Audience Award for Best Feature at the 2013 Queer 
Screen Mardi Gras Film Festival. 
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COCKPIT – Mårten Klingberg (Sweden)  
Following in the high-heeled footsteps of dragtastic cinema classics that include SOME 
LIKE IT HOT and MRS.DOUBTFIRE, Mårten Klingberg’s COCKPIT is a comedic romp 
with a subtle message of equality at its core. When he loses his job, pilot Valle 
Andersson’s picture-perfect life falls to pieces—his wife leaves him, he is forced to move 
in with his lesbian sister and the only airline hiring wants a female pilot. Desperate times 
call for desperate measures and before long, Valle is reinventing himself as Maria.  
 
INTERIOR. LEATHER BAR. – James Franco and Travis Matthews (USA)   
To avoid an X rating, 40 minutes of gay S&M footage was rumoured to have been 
deleted from William Friedkin’s controversial 1980 film, CRUISING. Upon the film’s 
original release, gay activists claimed that the story— Al Pacino plays an undercover cop 
investigating a case in New York’s gay S&M and leather scene—stirred up homophobic 
stereotypes. Oscar-nominated actor James Franco and filmmaker Travis Mathews have 
set out to re-imagine this missing and now legendary 40 minutes of film. Hovering 
between reality and fiction, INTERIOR. LEATHER BAR. is as much a film about 
exploring artistic process as it is sexy interpretation.  
 
THE LAST TIME I SAW MACAO 
João Pedro Rodrigues and João Rui Guerra da Mata (Portugal/France) 
Stilettos, tigers, and a sensational impersonation of Jane Russell’s YOU KILL ME from 
the 1952 film MACAO-BOOM!, co-directors João Pedro Rodrigues and João Rui Guerra 
da Mata begin this film by showing off the elusive expat Candy, using savvy references 
to classic film. For the bulk of the film the audience and unseen narrator journey through 
streets, waterways, restaurants and hotel rooms of the former Portuguese colony, trying 
to find Candy, who seems to have gotten herself involved in some messy business. 
 
LESBIANA – A PARALLEL REVOLUTION – Myriam Fougère (Canada) 
A fascinating time capsule of a moment in lesbian history, LESBIANA – A PARALLEL 
REVOLUTION offers a nuanced and comprehensive oral history of a segment of the 
lesbian community in the 1980s. Director Myriam Fougère travels North America from 
music festivals to women-only planned communities where she interviews artists, 
musicians, writers and philosophers about their movement.  
 
About Inside Out  
Inside Out presents the annual Toronto LGBT Film Festival, with financial support from 
Presenting Sponsor, RBC Royal Bank. It is the largest event of its kind in Canada and 
entertains cinema buffs of all stripes, showcasing the best and most diverse films by, for 
and of interest to LGBT communities. For 11 days, the Festival draws crowds of more 
than 32,500 to screenings, artist talks, panel discussions, installations and parties that 
showcase more than 175 films and videos from Canada and around the world. In 
addition, Inside Out is committed to challenging attitudes and changing lives year-round 
through the exhibition, production and promotion of LGBT film with initiatives including 
annual festivals in Toronto and Ottawa, educational programs including the Queer Video 
Mentorship Project and the Mark S. Bonham Scholarship, and fall/winter screening 
series. This year’s Festival runs May 23 – June 2, 2013.  
 
About RBC and the Arts 
RBC sponsors a wide-range of grassroots and local initiatives that contribute to the 
cultural fabric of our communities. Proud to support events and passions that resonate 
with our clients, RBC provides opportunities for up-and-coming artists through programs 
such as the RBC Canadian Painting Competition; the RBC Emerging Visions Program; 
and the RBC Emerging Filmmakers Competition, part of our commitment to the world’s 
top public film festival – the Toronto International Film Festival®. As one of North 
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America’s leading diversified financial services companies and among the largest banks 
in the world, as measured by market capitalization, RBC employs approximately 80,000 
full- and part-time employees who serve more than 15 million personal, business, public 
sector and institutional clients through offices in Canada, the U.S. and 49 other 
countries. For more information, please visit rbc.com. 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS: 
Visit us on the web: www.insideout.ca 

Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/InsideOutTO 
Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/InsideOutFilmFestival 
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